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The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Chairperson  Pauline  Harrell  at 
5:00  P.M.     Ms.   Harrell  opened  the  Hearing  on  the  Charlestown  Savings 
Bank  and  asked  Judith  McDonough  to  read  the  NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC 
HEARING  DATED  September  8,    1978  into  the  record. 

NOTICE  OF  PUBLIC  HEARING 

The  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  will  hold  a  public  hearing  on  Tuesday, 
September  26,    1978,   concerning  the  designation  of  the  Charlestown 
Savings  Bank,    1-4  Thompson  Square,   Charlestown,   as  a  Landmark 
according  to  the  provisions  of  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  1975.     The 
hearing  wOl  be  held  in  the  BRA  Board  Room,   9th  floor  at  Boston  City 
Hall  at  4:30  P.M.     Report  on  the  proposed  designation  is  available  at 
the  offices  of  the  Commission,  Room  944,   City  Hall. 

Marcia  L.  Myers 
Executive  Director 

Chair: 

The  purpose  of  the  hearing  of  the  potential  designations  is  to  present 
the  findings  of  the  Study  Reports,   to  hear  testimony  from  interested 
parties  and  to  acquire  information  which  will  help  the  Commission  to 
make  a  decision.     Judy  would  you  read  the  definitions  and  criteria  for 
Landmarks . 

Judy  McDonough: 

First,   I  will  read  the  definition  of  Landmark  as  found  in  Chapter  772  of 
the  Acts  of  1975:      "Landmark:     any  physical  feature  or  improvement 
designated  by  the  commission  in  accordance  with  section  four  as  a 
physical  feature  or  improvement  which  in  whole  or  part  has  historical, 
social,   cultural,   architectural  or  aesthetic  significance  to  the  city  and 
the  commonwealth,   the  New  England  Region  smd  the  Nation." 
And,   from  Section  4: 

"The  commission  may  designate  any  improvement  or  physical  feature  as 
a  landmark,   and  may  designate  any  area  in  the  city  as  a  landmark 
district,   architectural  conservation  district  and  may  amend  any  such 
designation  herein  provided  upon  a  finding  by  the  commission  that  the 
designation  or  amendment  meets  any  of  the  following  criteria: 

(a)  Inclusion  in  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  as  provided  in  the 
National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966; 

(b)  structures,   sites,   objects,  man-made  or  natural,   at  which  events 
occurred  that  have  made  an  outstanding  contribution  to,   and  are 
identified  prominently  with,  or  which  best  represent  some  important 
aspect  of  the  cultural,   political,   economic,   military,   or  social 
history  of  the  city,   the  commonwealth,   the  New  England  region  or 
nation ; 


(c)  structures,   sites,   objects,  man-made  or  natural,   associated  sig- 
nificantly with  the  lives  of  outstanding  historic  personages; 

(d)  structures,   sites,   objects,  man-made  or  natural,   representative  of 
elements  of  architectural  or  landscape  design  or  craftsmanship 
which  embody  distinctive  characteristics  of  a  type  inherently 
valuable  for  study  of  a  period,   style  or  method  of  construction  or 
development,   or  a  notable  work  of  an  architect,   landscape  architect, 
designer  or  builder  whose  work  influenced  the  development  of  the 
city,   the  commonwealth,   the  New  England  Region,   or  the  nation." 

Judy  McDonough:     I  will  now  read  briefly  from  the  Study  Report. 
(Judy  McDonough  read  the  following  excerpts  from  the  study  report:) 

"The  Charlestown  Savings  Bank  is  located  at  1-4  Thompson  Square, 
Charlestown . 

"Type  and  Use 

The  Charlestown  Savings  Bank  Building  is  a  five-story  masonry  commercial 
building  with  a  one-story  modern  addition.     It  contains  about  30,000 
square  feet  of  space,  on  a  23,000  square  foot  parcel  which  includes  a 
rear  parking  lot.     The  street  floor  which  until  recently  held  a  bank 
branch  office,  is  currently  vacant;  the  second  floor  is  occupied  by  a 
number  of  office  tenants,  and  the  three  upper  floors  were  until  recently 
used  as  a  Masonic  Lodge.     A  small  rear  addition  is  now  leased  for  the 
Charlestown  Branch  Post  Office." 

"Historic  Associations 

"The  Charlestown  Savings  Bank,   an  important  financial  institution  in 
Charlestown  for  over  a  century,   was  founded  in  1854  by  a  group  of 
prominent  Charlestown  business  and  civic  leaders." 

"In  1873,   (the  same  year  that  the  town  voted  to  annex  itself  to  Boston) 
the  bank's  Board  of  Directors  voted  to  build  a  new  building  to  fill  its 
increased  space  needs.     The  Thompson  Square  site  was  selected.     The 
present  building  was  built  for  about  $100,000  according  to  plans  of 
architects  Moffette  and  Tolman  and  dedicated  on  April  1,    1876. 

"The  bank  originally  occupied  only  half  of  the  second  floor  of  the 
building,   but  by  1908  its  continued  expansion  caused  it  to  move  into 
the  ground  floor  as  well. 

"The  top  of  three  floors  of  the  Savings  Bank  Building  were  originally 
built  to  house  a  Masonic  Lodge,   which  was  until  recent  months  in  active 
use  by  the  Masons.     The  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  is  a  fraternal 
and  charitable  order  tracing  its  origins  to  Medieval  Europe.      Charlestown's 
first  lodge,  called  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  was  founded  by  eight  Charlestown 
men  in  1783.     By  this  time,   the  order  included  in  its  membership  many 
of  the  most  notable  and  influential  ment  of  the  day  -  men  such  as  John 
Hancock,   Paul  Revere,   and  Dr.   Joseph  Warren. 


"When  the  Charlestown  Savings  Bank  decided  to  build  its  new  bulding, 
it  was  persuaded  to  add  three  stories  to  its  height,   to  accommodate  the 
Masons."     Although  King  Solomon's  Lodge  moved  to  Somerville  in   1899, 
the  Faith  and  Price  Lodges,   each  now  numbering  about  200  members, 
until  recently  met  in  the  Charlestown  Savings  Bank  Building,   and 
almost  all  of  the  Masonic  Hall's  original  interior  fittings  survive  intact 
today . 

Architectural  Significance 

At  the  time  of  its  construction  in  1876,   the  "elegant  stone  building  of 
the  Charlestown  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank"  (as  it  was  referred  to  in  a 
contemporary  account)  was  generally  recognized  as  the  costliest  and 
most  important  commercial  building  in  Charlestown.     Slightly  over 
one-hundred  years  later,   the  building  remains  as  one  of  Charlestown 's 
most  imposing  and  distinctive  buildings,   one  which  is  remarkably  intact 
both  on  the  interior  and  exterior. 

"The  building  was  designed  by  the  Boston  architectural  firm  of  Moffette 
and  Tohnan  in  the  High  Victorian  Gothic  Style,   then  in  the  peak  of  its 
popularity . 

"The  Charlestown  Savings  Bank  Building,  with  its  Gothic  arches  and 
facade  decoration,   stone  band  courses,  and  richly  patterned  facade, 
exemplifies  the  style.     Certainly  the  most  notable  example  in  Charlestown, 
the  building  ranks  with  such  others  as  the  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian 
Union  on  Boylston  Street  as  among  the  finest  examples  of  the  style  in 
all  of  Boston." 

Eligibility  for  Landmark  Designation 

"The  Charlestown  Savings  Bank  Building  meets  the  criteria  for  Landmarks 
designation,   as  established  in  Section  4  of  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of 
1975  in  that  it  embodies  distinctive  characteristics  of  High  Victorian 
Gothic  archtectural  design  of  a  type  inherently  valuable  for  study,   and 
is  a  structure  which  is  promently  identified  with  economic  and  social 
history  of  the  city  and  is  of  significance  to  the  City,   the  Commonwealth 
and  the  New  England  Region." 

"It  is  recommended  that  the  Charlestown  Savings  Bank  Building  property 
be  designated  as  a  Landmark  under  Chapter  772  of  the  Acts  of  1975, 
and  that  the  property  be  nominated  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places . 

The  standards  and  criteria  recommended  for  administering  the  regulatory 
functions  provided  for  in  Chapter  772  are  attached." 

The  boundaries  of  the  Landmark  property  should  conform  to  the  adjacent 
parcels  of  land  known  as  assessor's  parcel  numbers  435  and  434. 

Judith  McDonough  submitted  the  attached  letter  from  the  Mass.   Historical 
Commission  under  category  of  Reviewing  Agencies  in  Support  of  Designation: 
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PAUL  GUZZI 


September  14,  1978 


Ms..  Marcia  Myers 

Executive  Director 

Boston  Landmarks  Commission 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02201 


Dear  Ms.  Nfy'ers: 

Thank  you  for  allowing  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  the  opportunity  to 
comment  on  the  proposed  Landmark  designation  of  the  Charles  town  Savings  Bank, 
1-4  Thonpson  Square,  Charles  town. 

The  building  is  significant  historically  as  the  home  of  a  major  banking  institution 
in  Charlestown  since  the  structure  was  built  in  1876.  It  is  additionally  significant 
because  of  its  associations  with  the  Masons  for  a  hijndred  years. 

The  Bank  bixLlding  is  architecturally  significant  as  an  excellent  example  of  the  high 
Victorian  gothic  style,  designed  by  the  architects  Nfoffette  and  Tolman. 

Because  of  the  building^  architectural  and.  historical  significance  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Commission  voted  at  its  September  13,  1978  meeting  to  recommend  that 
the  Charlestown  Savings  Bank  be  designated  a  Boston  Landmark. 

Sincerely, 


Patricia  L.  Weslowski 
State  Historic  Preservation  Officer 
Acting  Executive  Director 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commission 
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No  elected  officals  were  present,   nor  were  counsel. 

In  response  to  the  Chairman's  query  as  to  who  would  like  to  speak  in 
support  of  the  designation,   the  foUowing  persons  came  forward: 

Ms.   Mary  Van  Meter,   on  behalf  of  the  New  England  Chapter  of  the  Society 
of  Architectural  Historians,   conveyed  the  Society's  complete  approval  of 
landmark  designation  of  the  Charlestown  Savings  Bank  as  one  of  the 
very  few  remaining  examples  of  the  High  Victorian  Gothic  design  of 
architecture.     This  building  was  erected  in  1876,   exactly  100  years 
after  the  American  Revolution. 

Rupert  Davis  of  the  City  Conservation  League  stated  that  the  League  is 
in  favor  of  designation  of  the  building  because  of  its  High  Victorian 
Gothic  Ruskinian  style  by  a  firm  of  local  architects,  Moffett  and  Tolman; 
it  is  considered  Charlestown's  most  distinguished  building  and  should  be 
preserved. 

Robert  O'Brien  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Economic  Development  Corporation 
and  the  Kennedy  Center,  owners  of  the  building  and  the  neighborhood 
community ,  all  of  whom  are  in  support  of  this  designation.     He  stated 
that  he  was  unaware  of  any  opposition  to  the  designation.     He  had 
previously  testified  at  the  BLC  preliminary  hearing  held  on  June  27, 
1978,  presenting  to  the  Commission  proposals  and  plans  for  the  building. 
The  owners  are  in  accord  with  the  guidelines  as  set  up  by  the  Commission. 

There  was  no  opposition  to  this  designation  expressed  by  anyone  at 
today's  meeting.     The  hearing  closed  at  5:15  P.M. 

Respectfully  submitted  for  Marcia  L.  Myers 


Teresa  M.  Gannon 
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